
PROVIDENCE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
                     March 5, 2025 
               Ash Wednesday Service 

 
PRELUDE     “Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me”                                           Hobby 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger, and abounding in love. 
In the name of Christ, be reconciled to God. 
This is the day of our salvation. 
Let us worship God. 
 
*OPENING PRAYER 
O God, you delight not in pomp and show, but in a humble and 
contrite heart. Overrun our love of worldly possessions and fix 
our hearts more firmly on you, that having nothing, we may 
possess everything, a treasure stored up for us in heaven. In 
Christ we pray, Amen. 
 
*HYMN            “Forty Days and Forty Nights”                                    # 167 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                       (Psalm 51 – responsive)                       
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to 
your abundant mercy, blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly 
from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. 
For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. Against 
you, you alone, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so 
that you are justified in your sentence and blameless when you pass 
judgment. Indeed, I was born guilty, a sinner when my mother 
conceived me. You desire truth in the inward being; therefore teach 
me wisdom in my secret heart. 
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter 
than snow. Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have 
crushed rejoice. Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit 
within me. Do not cast me away from your presence, and do not take 
your holy spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and 
sustain in me a willing spirit.  

Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will return to 
you. Deliver me from bloodshed, O God, O God of my salvation, and 
my tongue will sing aloud of your deliverance. 
O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise. For you have 
no delight in sacrifice; if I were to give a burnt offering, you would not be  
pleased. The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a broken and 
contrite heart O God, you will not despise. 
Do good to Zion in your good pleasure; rebuild the walls of 
Jerusalem; then you will delight in right sacrifices, in burnt offerings 
and whole burnt offerings; then bulls will be offered on your altar.  
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                  
 
NEW TESTAMENT       Matthew 6: 1-6, 16-21 
 
SERMON       “Practicing Lent” 
 
COMMITMENT TO LENTEN PRACTICE 
 
PRAYER & IMPOSITION OF ASHES 
 
*HYMN             “Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days”           # 166 
 
CHARGE & BENEDICTION 
 
*POSTLUDE       “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”                Rapheal 
* Please stand if you are able. 
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